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The Stery of Walt Disney

studic embarked on seves] feature-length documnentaries. When RKO again
balked, the Disneys set up their own distribution company, calied Buena Vistg,
Another live-acton film, The Story of Robin Hood, came out in 1952, followed
by other semihistorical movies. The studio was alsg embarking on its most
ambibous flm project to date, 20,000 Lecgues Under the Sea, which was
jammed with special effects and cost more than S+ million to make.

The directors and producers of 4]} these projects were anxiovs to get Walt's
atiention—in hopes that he coyld lend a bit of his unique tzlent for making
bald improvements. When he was dissatisfied with the squid atizck scene in
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, for example, he had the sequencs reshot. “Add
2 storm,” he ordered. Those three words cost the studig 5250,000, and left
the soundstzge soggy for years, But the pichure was vastly impraved.

Already, Walt slept only a few hours a night. But he was dead set op his
park, and he wasn't going to let anything or anyone stop him. Even Roy.

If the company wasn’t goipg to back him, he'd use his ovn money, He
cleaned out his small savings'accounts. He borrowed $100.000 agzinst his life
insurance. He sold his vacation home in Palm Springs. He persuaded dozens
of employees to loan him money.

Lilly was not thrilled at seeing their life savings gambled. But there was no
stopping Walt. “I couldn’t ever sea that there was any better Place to put money
than in. the thing I was interested in,” he szid.

In December, 1952, he sarted Walt Disney, Incorpomted, which later
became WED Enterprises (for Walter Eligs Disney). This 7m would ke
charge of designing and building Disneyland. It would be z creative place
staffed with "Imagincm"-—-designers, architects, engineers, writers, and artists,
who would be given z free hand ta c?cﬁeiop new ideas ané technological
advances. Walt was the only.stockholder.

WED would give Walt something he had desired for vea—a small com-
pany that he could really- control; where he.could make decisions without the
interference of accountants, bankers, and investors. Walt cameé to relish the
hours he spent at WED—people who knew him from the studio detected that
he was unusually relaxed whefi he was brainstorming with his imagineers.
They called it Walt's “laughing place,” 2 reference to the tune from Song of
the South.

He hired the Stanford Research Institute to help him figure cut where the
park should be located. After anextensive stucy of Southern California, the
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